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Lections: Proverks 3:1-7; 2 mmot/{}/ 1:6-14; %Few 5:13-19

7”87‘6’:9 ajreatJea[m(?re k;'JJinjjﬁinj on nowa[l‘ﬂ'}/af tﬁvlln Wﬁen g;VﬂJﬂfaJ @fc@ur&ej
flame the French, but as an fnjﬂsﬁm an that's inevitable, and the Falians anc[you Americans
—you’re all to bfame. 3ucﬁfu£fic t[z'&ffa]J ofaﬁection, EiJJinj, toucﬁinj, as soon as you
meet someone — well it takes a Jot ofjettinj used to! Tortunate/}/ thasn't aﬁ\ectez[my‘faf’ni{y
anr[t/ﬂvuy/f jcan now kiss with the best cft/fem j,ve never yet QJJer[mJ fatﬁer anc[jcan t
imagine Joinj so - no, aﬁrm Fandskake Jufj‘ice&for a greeting.

c%toofa fonj tz'mefor our conjrejationes to be co mfortab-/e Witﬁ&/farinj t/fe]aeace. Churchk
GCouncifs were Fuje{y resistant to this newfanj/ec[notz'on ofactua/{y toucﬁinjfeoffe in
church. %Wouf([never do for such z'ntz'macy to tagefface in an act ofWorJlfz;p, far too
Joer&onaf, far too invasive. ﬁutnow‘, in an eﬁort to assist in the controfof&wineﬂu,feof/e are
being encouraged not to skhake Fands at t[efeﬂce -~ and the reaction - well congregations
are comffaininj about not being able to touch, to shake Fands, to embrace, even to kiss!

giauf, in kis Second Letter to mmvt/{}/, asks fim to remember what it was fike when Kands
were Jaid upon kim and in saying that to him, gjaufasaya tto us in this ‘7‘226‘6‘ &memb_er what
itwas fike when you were l;efore your biskop at your ordination as a priest and Kands were
Jaid on you ﬁy,JaerﬁafJ, a /arje number offrieJtJ -~ Kands Weij/finj Feavy on your fead,
Kands representing a continuous chain ofﬁanz[& Jaid on the Feads ofafftfo»"e whom God Kas
called tofrz'e&t{}/ mz'nz'.rtry within hkis church, Kands Jtretc/;z'nj back to those wounded Fands of
lé&u& who toucked the untouckables with Jove ancfemfracex[/ﬁ'wﬁiena[&.

Cuae oftﬁe Jebs that IFave to &o every so often incur cathedral at douthwark is to organise
the consecrations ofii&”of&. %tfe Feart oftﬁe /z'turjy is that most imfrEJJive Jz'j/ﬁ‘ as the
EiJ/;'oJaJ,jat/rere([ﬁom all over the country - 50, majﬁe 60 cft/;em - crowd arcund the
person being ocrdained, being consecrated. 71%’5 Jost beneath the crowd, under those kands
and the touch conferJ the grace, the aut/ﬁvrity ofg’oc[, to be, to do.

‘gg:@ncf/e the jifi‘ of?coz[t/:at is z'nyou’w‘rite& fauf, %Froujﬁ the /a]inj on of/fant[gf’.

%L‘/ﬁ'o‘ j‘ZZJJ we celebrate the ﬁfe anz[mz'niestr}/ ofﬂjojae <51?,1@0 the zz‘reat an emamJafe, ﬁ/ﬁnﬂ
ofajreat 51'&”0(73 ancfajreatfrieJt, someone Jhave deep reJJoectfor. There's ajooc[reawon
for this

»Bpef\ore %verjot down to Jtucfyz’nj tﬁeofOJJ my ﬁr&t r[ejree was in gjuifz't %fmz’nz’&trath’on. For
some reason Jhad a strange idea that God was ca[finj me to be a Givil dervant. gier/fafs it
was because j’t[tl[u’ll]é’ been very neat and ordered about the way j‘u/ork‘ezf~ so
ad'ministration seemed fke ajooc[and'uwefu/t/finj to Jtutl:}/. Eoftﬁoujﬁ kad other ideas -
though amazinj&, and this is so often it seems tome the way with God, with the divine sense
ofﬁumour —Jve spent the majority cfm}/ ministry ad'ministering one t/finj or another. ;%nywa}/,
the reason 9t Leo Kas a rea/Jn/ﬂce in my aﬁectz’on& is that Ke was a great ad'ministrator, was
rea//]jz'fi‘e([z'n ordering the /ife oft/;e church.

Dut Fe was also a wonc[erf‘u/Jareac/tﬂer and teackher and in one sermon ke said this:



‘3/farz'nj in this oﬁce, my dear brethren, we Fave Jofz't[jroun([for a common rejoicinj,'yet
there will be more genuine and excellent reascon forjo] zf}/ou do not dwell on the tﬁoujft of

’ b
our unworthiness.

7269 was erak‘z'nj aﬁoutfrie&tﬁooc[anc[ua we create tOJetFer this new province oftﬁe 30:1’9{}/
of Gatholic gfn'eeftef tczfa'}/ and as g;zc[mz't'}/ou to its m em[er&/fz:]a, we celebrate the mz'nz'JtrJ to
which we ve been called. Decause we shkare in this ofj‘lce we too have ’Jo/z'tfjrount[for
common rejoz’cz’nj | to use c@St,zeo’JJa/zdraJe. Aswe remember when Kands were Jaid on us, the
touch, the kiss of g‘oz[ujaon us at our ordination the j’:]% is rekindled within us, the ﬂam es are
fannec[z’na‘ic[e us and we burn irijﬁt{y again.

Jean never quite come to terms in my own mind with the Fujefrivifeje offrie&tﬁ‘ooc[. F's the
most wonderful, kumbling calling to receive on bekhalfof the church - and recalling that does
OfCOuTJE raise within us, itcertaz'n{}/ raises within me, that extreme sense ofmy oOWNn, our o wn

unworthiness for the task.

But 3t Leo says to us tot[ay ‘do not dwell on the tfoujft ofour unworthiness. %J, ofcour&e
we are unufort/z?}/ - but God knew that when ke caffet[you, Ke knew that when Ke called me,
e knows us better than we knew ourselves, ke Knows our Jtreﬂjt”& and our weaknesses,
aanor some reaJon,for some reason that at times we cannot imagine, ke wanted us to be

Fi&frz'e.ft, to be a priest to Fi&JoGOJa/e.

Inthe g‘oJJae/realfinj Sfor this %JJJ;JquiveJ to us two wonderfulexamples of what we
skhould be and what skould mark our ministry. s the ffameJ are fanned within us, as that first
spark is rekindled, as we commit ourselves together to our common priesthood in this /iturjj,
z't'JjootftoJ'th think about those two things.

lé&u&ﬁr&t[}/ calls us ‘salt’ — ‘the salt oft/fe earth’ . @oememﬁer Fow valuable salt was. Fwas
whkat &man sofdiers were paid in and where we get our worc[.safaryﬁowz. F's Fard to
z'majz'ne ftnow when salt costs on{}/ afew(pennies, afew cents to lr_uy but salt was a Fij”
value commocfz’lfy. ESOJE‘BJU,J s Ja]z'nj toyou Fow valuable you are. %” are a rick resource, a

valuable resource to his church.

z;%nt[o“aft ofcour&e was uo‘ec[for two tﬂnjw, twas used to preserve and it was used to bring
outﬂavour. Cur mini&tr}/ calls us to do both.

We hive in dangerous times and Im not reaf{}/ tﬁ?n[z’nj about the threat cfterrorism, or climate
cﬁunje, or the economic downturn - t/zvouj/tv a//oft”o&e tﬂnja are part anc[farce/oft/:e
danger. Tke deeper unc[er{}/z'nj danger is that people Jose their sense ofw/;o tﬁe}l are ant[cf
the God who created them. Fsounds ofr[fa&/ﬁ'onec[ to say thut people need saving, t/fey
neec[fre&ervz'nj,feof/e need what we kave to offer athFejoer/we Kave to preach. Fnd
t/z"atjoeffefneer[o" to Fave ffavour, itneeds that cutting edge that will recall pecple to the
t/ﬁ'njef that reaf[}/ m atter zfz't:fj oing to be effective.

Tke church Fa&jone t/zdroujﬁifanr[timey ~ and is still in reaft[anjer oft/ﬁ';f. From the
conversations ye&tertfﬂ] evenz'nj jfnow that this is where your concerns fe. ﬁutnow is not
the timefcr blandness. W;W is the timefcr afroc/amatz'on cftﬁejOerftFat ﬁrinja"feoffe to

Christ and as we commit curselves toJan’eJt/;ootf toc[ay we commit curselves to catholic



evanje/z'o“m —to the truth that Kes at the Keart oftﬁe catﬁoﬂcfaitﬁwe Fave received.

Our evanjefz'a“m will fe catholic when itembraces afffeoffe rejarc[/eJJ ofwﬁo or what tlfe]
are, whken it's L‘ru{}/ inclusive and when it draws pecople into that communion with God that we
know z'Jfounzfz'n the Jacramentaffzfe oft/;e church. Zcz‘race is being ccntinuaf{y(]aouretfout. s
St Leo said in that same sermon, our fives overflow ‘with a bundant rickes from the very
source ofaf/jraceef’. The touck ofg‘oz[z'&jrace ﬁ//ez[: enric/fz’nj, seasoning the world and our

/iVeJ.

z;%nt[to be that kdinzl'of&aft(}/frie&t our fives need to be seasoned, /z'w'nj cﬁﬂerent{y, witﬁjoy,
ma(inj Ghrist known - conﬁzfentfj.

GZ;eJuJ then calls us fzjﬁ% ~ the ﬁ:yﬁt oft/fe world, Jnto the darkness in whick so man]feo]ofe
are fz'vz'nj we [rz'nj that fzj/&.

cfremem[er when j;raef WQrﬂnj in tamr[en, WZW ersey the Fouse in which j;v‘aef fz'vz'nj Fad
an infe&tation ofroacﬁea. Once Jeame down in the middle oftfe nijﬁt to get ajfﬂJJ‘ ofwater
and switcked on the kitcken fzj/f’t and the ffoor was alive but as Yuicf{y as the fz’j/ft went on
the fittle m onsters qurrier[au/ay. jfnew itwas time to get the roachk man in/

,Iljﬁt is revea[z’nj, fz:]/zdt is exposing anr[searc/fz’nj anf&imf/j [rz'njinj fz’j/ft into]aeoffe ‘s fives
is not a[Wﬂ]J welcome. Fshows up t/finjs that t/fe] wanted to avoiJ/ooEinj at, brings up
tﬁ?njw that t/fer}/’t[/fave Jyreferrefto Fave remained kidden. o being the /ith Eearerfcr
Ghrist calls on us to be jent/e as well «.\Eutwe know that u[tz'matef] fz'vinj in the fl;y/ldt is so
much better than fz'w'nj inthe darkness. Weneed to shine with that fz:jﬁtfor the world.

dalt oft/fe earth, /z'j/ft to the world, priests ofz%oz[for his people. When Kands were Jaid on
ou © e cu wit is savour, he e cu Wit is fight an eep within you that flame
you God filled y Y ie filled y K Kis hght and deep within you th.

burns.

‘guarcft/:ejooz[ treasure entrusted to }/ou’aae}us faufto mmot/{y. Within the Egocz'ete}/ that is
what we seek to do, to contz’nuaf{}/ encourage anc[JuJaJaorteac/f other in this m o st amazing
minz’&tr}/ to whick we ve been called. mjet/;er we Fave 'Jofz'z[jrounr[fer common rejoicz’nj .

q/f/?t/;jreat aﬁectz’@n the Fanfofg‘od: the kiss ofzzoz[z'w upon you, Jofifjrounz[for common

rejoicz’nj.
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